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Chapter, NRHS, Inc. 

 
111 Reed Place 

Madisonville, KY 42431 
 

*   *   *   *   * 
President 

 Rich Hane 
 

Vice President 
 Vacant 

 
Secretary Treasurer 

 Wally Watts 
 

National Director 
 Wallace Henderson   

 
Director at Large 

Bill Thomas 

Please send your 
digital photos and 
story material to 

bill@fbcmadisonville.com  
or mail to  

Bill Thomas,  
First Baptist Church,  

PO Box 607, 
Madisonville, KY 

42431.   

                                      
 
“PENNYRAIL” is the  
official publication of 
the Western Kentucky 
Chapter ,  NRHS.  
Send news notes, 
historical notes and 
other rail information 
to: 
 
Editor 
 Bill Thomas 
 
1025 Lakewood Drive 
Madisonville, KY 42431 
(270) 825-4623 Home 
(270) 339-9482 Cell 
 e-mail: 
bill@fbcmadisonville.com  

The Pennsylvania Railroad’s four-track main 
line east from Pittsburgh is justifiably one of, if 
not the, most famous and photographed pieces of 
railroad in North America.  Less well known, 
but just as fascinating, are the “Lines West” 
main lines from Pittsburgh to Chicago and St. 
Louis.  In this program I’ll focus on the eastern 
end of the former, which was built as the 
Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne, and Chicago and 
became the PRR’s Eastern Division between 
Pittsburgh and Crestline, OH.  We’ll examine 
this piece of the railroad beginning around giant 
Conway Yard northwest of Pittsburgh and 
extending to Alliance, OH, where (in NS’s 
routing of traffic) nearly all trains turn north 
towards Cleveland and the former NYC 
mainline.         More preview on page 2! 

Next Meeting Monday,  
August 24, 2009 

 

7:00 pm, The Center 
Former L&N Depot 

Near Arch and Main Streets 
Madisonville, KY 

 

Program by  
Dr. Fred Ripley 

 
MAIN LINE-EASTERN: 

CONRAIL AND NORFOLK SOUTHERN 
ON THE EAST END OF THE 

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD’S 
PITTSBURGH, FT. WAYNE, & CHICAGO, 

1988-2009 
 

Bring a guest and something for  
Show and Tell 

 
Refreshments by 

Bill Thomas 
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 The Pennsylvania Railroad’s four-track main 
line east from Pittsburgh is justifiably one of, if 
not the, most famous and photographed pieces of 
railroad in North America.  Less well known, but 
just as fascinating, are the “Lines West” main 
lines from Pittsburgh to Chicago and St. Louis.  In 
this program I’ll focus on the eastern end of the 
former, which was built as the Pittsburgh, Fort 
Wayne, and Chicago and became the PRR’s East-
ern Division between Pittsburgh and Crestline, 
OH.  We’ll examine this piece of the railroad be-
ginning around giant Conway Yard northwest of 
Pittsburgh and extending to Alliance, OH, where 
(in NS’s routing of traffic) nearly all trains turn 
north towards Cleveland and the former NYC 
mainline. 

National Railway Historical 
Society 

www.nrhs.com 
Railway Preservation News 

www.rypn.org/ 
Kentucky Railway Museum 

www.kyrail.org/ 
Indiana Railway Museum and 
French Lick Scenic Railway 

www.indianarailwaymuseum.org 
Indiana Transportation Museum 

www.itm.org/ 
Illinois Railway Museum 

www.irm.org/ 
Tennessee Central  
Railway Museum 

www.tcry.org/ 

“PENNYRAIL” is your 
publication.  If you have 
photographs or other material 
of  current or historical 
interest that you would like to 
share with Chapter members, 
your editor would appreciate 
hearing from you.  Your 
material will receive the best 
of care while being readied for 
publication.  Your help is 
appreciated.      
Bill Thomas, editor 

bill@fbcmadisonville.com 

AS RAILFANS WE ARE OFTEN 
AT TRACKSIDE AND IN 
P O S I T I O N  T O  O B S E R V E 
EMERGENCY CONDITIONS 
T H A T  C O U L D  A F F E C T 
R A I L R O A D  S A F E T Y  O R 
SECURITY.  KEEP THESE 
NUMBERS HANDY TO REPORT 
INCIDENTS. 
BNSF   800-832-5452 
CN/IC  800-465-9239 
CSX  800-232-0144 
NS  800-453-2530 
UP  888-877-7267 
Amtrak 800-331-0008 

Thoughts and Prayers 
For Chapter Members experiencing  

health challenges 

 These 60 miles of railroad, even in the modern 
era, give a wonderful sampling of the PRR west of 
Pittsburgh:  physical plant ranging from heavy-
duty four-track to the classic Lines West double-
track; topography both hilly and flat; and more 
freight traffic on this segment than even in PRR 
days.  The appeal of this stretch of the PRR has 
long been heightened for me by the fact that nearly 
all the remainder of the railroad west of Pittsburgh 
has been chopped to pieces, much of it reduced to 
semi-local operations or simply gone. 
 With an eye towards the history of the railroad, 
we’ll see lots of action from the last ten years of 
Conrail and NS of recent years- big trains in great 
scenic main line settings, with lots of PRR position 
light signals, in all seasons and weather.  Anyone 
with an interest in the PRR and its successors, or 
who just enjoys contemporary big-time railroading, 
won’t be disappointed. 

August Program DescriptionAugust Program DescriptionAugust Program Description   
Fred RipleyFred RipleyFred Ripley   

Jim Finley - benign brain tumor removed - lung 
cancer, undergoing chemo and  

radiation treatments. 

Bill Grady - recent checkup showed good health. 
 

Ron Stubblefield - respiratory and back issues 

If you know of chapter 

members with health 

issues, please let me know, 

bill@fbcmadisonville.com. 
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From our President 
Rich’s Ramblings 

 Those of you that made it to the July meeting 
were treated to some great treats by Steve Miller 
and a great program from Tim Moore on the history 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad. The photography was 
very good. 
 Jumping, perhaps into the future, I have been 
pleased to see that a number of railroads around the 
country are giving the new diesel genset engine a 
chance to prove if it has a place with some 
railroads.  Bunge North America has purchased 4 
of these and they will be used at their operations in 
Iowa, Illinois, and Indiana. Neptune Bulk 
Terminals will be using a pair of these in British 
Columbia, and the Terminal Railroad Association 
of St. Louis had a demonstrator on the property 
earlier this year.  The Massachusetts Bay Transit 
Authority bought two in March and was even nice 
enough to put one in an engine house until the New 
England Railroad Club had a chance to look it over 
at their monthly meeting at the end of March. 
Others have been sold around the country but I 
have not seen a complete list. I know that the San 
Diego yards had some in operation.  
 These are made by National Railway 
Equipment and utilize an interesting concept for 
saving fuel. Basically, they use either one, two, or 
three smaller diesel prime movers each equipped 
with its own generator in each engine.  These 
individual prime movers can be cut in as needed 
depending on the load on the engine.  The engine 
has a sophisticated control system that maximizes 
fuel efficiency by running the engine at 700 
horsepower, 1400 horsepower, or 2100 horsepower 
depending on the load, thus using only as many 
prime movers as necessary.  And even Lionel has 
shown interest by announcing that they will offer a 
new scale sized and detailed model for O Gauge 
modelers. It sounds to me like National Railway 
Equipment has an interesting product that may fit 
in with a lot of railroads and save a bunch of oil. 
 I do hope to see your smiling faces at the next 
meeting at 7pm at The Center in beautiful 
downtown Madisonville on Monday, August 24th 
and don’t forget that I would appreciate anyone 
who would like to volunteer to fill out the year as 
Vice-President and/or to run as VP this fall. 

Chris Dees 
Mini Gallary 

Hoosier Valley Railroad Museum in North Judson, IN prepares 
for the arrival of NKP # 765 on Memorial Day Weekend 2009.  

Quality Service still counts in these trying times. A former 
Conrail GP38-2 sits at the Monon, IN yard office over 
Memorial Day Weekend 2009 to answer the call to duty. 

A demand for better railfanning conditions on the first day of 
Summer 2009, led to chants of  "Attica, Attica..." by local 
railfans. Soon Norfolk Southern obliged with the 
first westbound of the day in this small Fountain County, 
Indiana community. 



4  4 

 I headed out early Friday morning for 
Cincinnati and the 13th SUMMERAIL. I left 
my car at Jim Pearson’s in Richland (near 
Madisonville) and loaded my gear in his SUV.  
We followed the railroad north to Evansville 
Indiana and checked out the action at CSX’s 
yard and got some good shots to start the day.  
We continued on north to Princeton Indiana and 
caught both some CSX and NS action.   
 State highway 64 took us east and in 
proximity to the NS line.  We managed to miss 
three trains on the way to Louisville and missed 
a couple more on the way through northern 
Kentucky to Covington just across the river 
from Cincinnati.  We checked into the 
Courtyard Marriot right by the river and got a 
room with a balcony overlooking the elevated 
rail approach to the bridge over the Ohio River.  
We railfans are not too hard to please as long as 
we are close to the rail action. As soon as we 
gut our stuff unloaded we headed across the 
river for the traditional Friday night dinner at 
Camp Washington, a Cincinnati chili institution.  
The specialty of the house is Chili 5 way (chili, 
beans, onions, spaghetti and cheese), a salad and 
iced tea.  Got to meet lots of old friends – I have 
been to 13 of the 14 SUMMERAL events.  
 After dinner we headed for CUT (Cincinnati 
Union Terminal) for the traditional Friday night 
slide show (just slides and comments) and a 
visit to Tower A (the home of the Cincinnati 
Rail Club) and the former control tower when 
passenger trains were still in vogue.  The slide 
show attendance has outgrown the Tower A 
space and the show is now in the CUT 
auditorium – much more comfortable.  After the 
slide show Jim and I headed back across the 
river to get some night shots of downtown 
Cincinnati and then back to the hotel for a well 
deserved night’s rest. 
 Saturday and we were up early, sampled the 
hotels buffet breakfast and then headed south 
for a little train watching before the 
SUMMERAIL program get under way.  We 
caught a couple of trains but missed several 

(Continued on page 6) 

SummeRail at CUT 
By Chuck Hinrichs 

Chuck Hinrichs took these photos at the SummeRail Program 
at Cincinnati Union Terminal, Saturday, August 8, 2009.  
Chuck was accompanied by fellow chapter member Jim 
Pearson, seen in center photo.   
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Photo Section 

5 

Left: Chuck Hinrichs caught 
this AMD switcher at 
Evansville, IN. 

Left: Another Hinrichs shot, a 
mile long NS Triple Crown 
RoadRailer  Trailer Train 
from Tower “A” at CUT. 

Left: Chuck also shot this 
photo of a local coming out of 
Howell Yard in Evansville. 

The remaining portion of 
Dennis Carnal’s article 
on the Homestead Mine 
in Hopkins County, KY, 
will appear in the 
September issue of The 
PennyRail.   
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SummRail Continued 

Photo Section Continued 

Left and below: The Alpha and Omega!  
Matt Gentry took these shots of the 
Daylight 4449 and Hiawatha Observation 
on his trip to Michigan with his dad.  They 
took over 800 photographs. 

others.  If we were watching CSX a NS train would thunder by and if we were trackside at NS the action 
was on CSX.  We spent nearly an hour at the CSX/NS crossover and no action.   
 We got to CUT about noon with time to check out the railroadiana show before the main event got 
under way at 1:00 PM.  The digital multimedia shows were superb, as usual with a lot of winter scenes and 
winter action featured.  My favorite of the afternoon session was Mel Patrick’s show of the Rio Grande 
‘California Zephyr’ as it headed west from Denver to Logan, Utah.  The scenery was spectacular and the 
music a perfect compliment to the spectacular photography.   
 The dinner break found us back across the river in Covington and after checking other possibilities we 
settled for our favorite, Wertheims, for an excellent German dinner and a couple of glasses of Warsteiners.  
The evening shows were good but not quite as good as my morning favorites.  We drove around 
downtown Cincinnati but didn’t find any photo ops so headed back across the river and the sack. 
 Sunday found us sleeping in a bit and then on the road for a railfanning trip back to western Kentucky.  
We found several good photo spots on the CSX Short Line just south of Covington and at both locations 
we were able to catch meets of southbound and northbound trains.  We stayed ahead of a southbound train 
through Verona, Glencoe, Sparta and LaGrange and finally let him catch up with us at Anchorage just east 
of Louisville.   
 We followed the P&L south out of Louisville but no action.  We did stop to see the old and decaying 
IC depot at Kosmodale.  We then headed east to the CSX mainline but, again, no action.  We did hear a 
train at Elizabethtown but never did find it. We followed US 62 west from Elizabethtown hoping against 
hope for some P&L action.  We stopped in Central City for a bite to eat and, wouldn’t you know it, as we 
left Wendy’s we just saw the tail end of an eastbound P&L coal train.  CSX was quiet from Nortonville to 
Earlington and we got to Jim’s place at a bit after 8:00 PM.  Another trainless hour and I was back home 

after a great SUMMERAIL weekend. 

More photos on page 8! 

6 
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June 22,  2009 Minutes Summary 

Minutes approved for the June meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report approved. 

Director’s Report: Wallace had no director’s report as 
such.  He will attend the meeting in Duluth, at which time 
National Officers will be elected. 

Activities Report: Chuck reports the Crofton gathering 
and picnic is still on for Saturday, October 3.  We are 
looking forward to this very enjoyable annual affair to be 
able to socialize and visit with our friends and guests. 

Old business:  There was none. 

New Business: No new business as such.  Rich asked for 
volunteers who would be willing to fill the VP vacancy, 
but will  not appoint one as the election is close at hand. 

Next Meeting: Monday evening at 7 pm, at the Center, 
August 24.  Dr. Fred Ripley will have the program and 
Bill Thomas the refreshments.   

Note: Several chapter members have started an informal 
gathering once a month at various locations on the first 
Thursday of each month.  The first was held at Bill 
Thomas’s home with his outdoor garden RR in 
Madisonville.  Anyone interested in dropping by is more 
than welcome.  This is not a chapter event.  Snacks are 
“BYOB” style.  The next gathering will be September 3, 
at the Madisonville Airport, Ricky Bivins, host.  Members 
and friends are still invited to run the O-scale layout at 
Don Clayton’s each Thursday. 

In Attendance: Rich Hane, Wally Watts, Chuck Hinrichs,  
Bill Thomas, John McGee, Wallace Henderson, Bob 
Moffet, David Millen, Tim Moore, Thomas Bryan, Tom 
Steiner, William Corum, Thomas Hurley. 

July 27, 2009 Financial Report 

Report Date: July 27, 2009, by Wally Watts. 
Beginning Balance 2099.75 
Income: 
 National Dues Received 00.00 
 Chapter Dues Received 00.00 
 Royalty from Neff Video 00.00 
 Other (Raffle) 7.00 
Total: 7.00 
Adjusted Balance 2106.75 
Expenditures: 
 National Dues Paid 00.00 
 Postage 22.00 
 Printing (2 months) 103.12 
 Flowers 00.00 
 Supplies 00.00 
Total: 125.12 
Ending Balance: 1981.63 
Membership Statistics 
 Beginning Membership 68 
 National Members Added  0 
 Chapter Members  Added 0 
 Ending Membership 68 

Regional Rail Notes 
 After an absence of 12 years, Roanoke Chapter, 
National Railway Historical Society announces the 
return of an Amtrak excursion train to Roanoke! 
On the weekend of November 7 and 8, riders will 
have the chance to ride the rails in our area once 
again.   
 In cooperation with Amtrak and Norfolk Southern, 
we will operate two round-trip excursions. On 
Saturday, November 7, 2009, bright and early at 
8:00 am, our excursion train will depart the former 
N&W passenger station bound for Bluefield, West 
Virginia, climbing Christiansburg Mountain, rolling 
along the New River Valley before climbing the 
grade into Bluefield. After a layover of several hours 
to experience the local sights, sounds and food, 

passengers will board the train to return to 
Roanoke. 
 On Sunday, November 8, 2009, the same train 
will again head out, this time bound for 
Shenandoah, Virginia running through the 
beautiful Shenandoah Valley. While laying over in 
Shenandoah, passenger can choose their meal, or 
see the local area before a return to Roanoke that 
afternoon. 
 Want to be a part of this historic event? We 
expect to have full information available in a few 
weeks, send a stamped, self-addressed business 
sized envelope to: Amtrak Excursions, Roanoke 
Chapter NRHS, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, VA 
24032.  Postal Service not quick enough? We’ll 
email out a PDF to all those on our mailing list just 
as soon as it is finalized for the printer, just send an 
email with “Amtrak Excursion” in the subject line 
and we’ll send the PDF. 
 
 Editor’s Note: Website for Roanoke Chapter: 
http://www.nrhs.com/chapters/roanoke.htm. 
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PENNYRAIL 
% Bill Thomas, Editor 
1025 Lakewood Drive 
Madisonville, KY 42431 

TIMETABLE #110 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF RAILFANS ONLY 

• Southern Illinois Train Club Model Railroad and 
Railroadiana Show - Saturday August 29, 10am-
9pm.  Sunday August 30, 12 noon to 5:30pm. Free 
Admission - Illinois Centre Mall, Interstate I-57 and 
Ill Rt. 13, Marion, IL. 

• Madisonville Headquarted and Energized Rail-
road Buffs (MH&E RRB) - Thursday, September 3, 
Madisonville Airport - Ricky Bivins,  host, 7 pm.  All 
are welcome! 

• Great Midwest Train Show - September 13, 2009, 
DuPage County Fairgrounds, 2015 W. Manchester 
Road, Wheaton, IL 60187 

• Crofton Picnic and Train Watching - West Ken-
tucky Chapter of the NRHS - Saturday, October 3. 

• 42nd Annual Model Train Show - Presented by 
Cincinnati Division 7-N.M.R.A., Saturday October 
24th, 2009 12:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M., Sunday October 
25th, 2009    11:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M.  Lakota West 
High School at 8940 Union Centre Blvd. in West 
Chester, OH. 45069 - Free Parking! - Model trains in 
all scales - Operation Layouts and displays - Retail 
sales - Hourly Door Prizes! - FREE-Engine checkup 
and  How To” classes-Admission - Adults $6.00 - 
Children under 12 FREE - Scouts in Uniform FREE - 
Table rentals and layout space-Roy Hord at 513-777-
5337 or rhord@fuse.net. 

VISIT THE CHAPTER WEB SITE: http://www.westkentuckynrhs.org 
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Photo by Matt GentryPhoto by Matt GentryPhoto by Matt Gentry   
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Photo by Jim Futrell, CN at Fulton, KYPhoto by Jim Futrell, CN at Fulton, KYPhoto by Jim Futrell, CN at Fulton, KY   


